
REGARDING REQUESTS TO “OPT OUT”  
OF STANDARDIZED TESTING IN IDAHO 

Idaho does not have an “opt out” clause that allows parents to opt 
their children out of testing.  In fact, two state statutes and federal 
requirements through No Child Left Behind mandate a school to test 
a student to measure their progress through the academic year. Our 
district is not given flexibility to provide alternative assessments  or 
excuse a student from this requirement . 

 
From the Idaho State Department of Education Assessment FAQ: 
Q: Are parents allowed to “opt” their child out of testing?  
A: This practice is not allowed according to: 
 Code 08.02.03.04 (Rules Governing Thoroughness) 

 Testing Population: All students in Idaho public schools, 
grades kindergarten through twelve (K-12), are required 
to participate in the comprehensive assessment program 
approved by the State Board of Education. 

 Content. The comprehensive assessment program will 
consist of multiple assessments, including, the Idaho 
Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT)...and a college 
entrance exam. 

 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Code § 1111 (b) (2))  
 Ensures ALL students, including in subgroups, are moving 

toward proficiency o Participation in statewide 
assessments (go to page 6 for more information on 
participation) 

 NCLB and Idaho’s ESEA Waiver requires Idaho to test 
95% of all students and 95% of students in each sub-
group.  

 Office of Attorney General Letter: Parent Refusal 
 The State of Idaho’s legislature establishes a “general, 

uniform, and thorough system of education.” 
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 Smarter Balanced was a state-led consortium working 
collaboratively to develop assessments aligned to the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) that accurately 
measure student progress toward college and career 
readiness. The Consortium involved educators, 
researchers, policymakers, and community groups in a 
transparent and consensus-driven process. 

 Parents/Guardians and students will receive detailed 
score reports that identify a student’s path to college and 
career preparedness. 

 The practice test for the exam is freely available at 
http://idaho.portal.airast.org in the Students and 
Families area. 

 All standardized assessments in Idaho have been peer 
reviewed by Idaho citizens and recommended for use 
with students. 

 No personal student information is shared with other 
governmental agencies or third party providers before, 
during and after testing (Idaho Senate Bill 1372 and 
FERPA 33 CFR 99.30) 

 Yes, teachers will “teach to the test,” but when the test 
measures higher order thinking skills and measure what 
is going on in the classroom, we feel that this has value. 

 Smarter Balanced provides tools to teachers to measure 
progress throughout the year including formative (quick), 
interim (unit test/End of Course Assessments) and the 
summative exam so that there is not a “one shot test.” 
Teachers and students are informed through the year. 
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